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I don’t know about you, but December got here way too fast for me. I
hope that you and your family are looking forward to Christmas and all
the beauty it brings. Let me be among the first to wish you a very Merry
and Joyous Christmas and New Year.
It’s that time where we have things to close out from the old year and
the anticipation of the new year to come. It is much the same way with
your club. Your board met last week to close out some of our old
business and to look forward to the new year around the corner.
The election of our board members is a yearly duty of the board, and
this year is no different. This year our treasurer position is up, as is our
secretary position. William Hafley, our current treasurer, is standing
for re-election, as is Hailey Aldren, our current secretary. There is a
ballot as part of this newsletter that allows you to vote for the standing
officers or to write in others as well. Please exercise your vote as a
member.
We also have an opening for a Membership Director. Tom Tomlinson
has been our Membership Director for a number of years and has asked
to step down. We want to honor Tom’s request and thank him for his
yeoman’s service in this role.
Membership Director is an appointed board position. If you have any
desire to join the board and serve the club in this role please let me or
any of our other board members know, as we are looking to fill this
position as early as possible.
I know everyone’s calendars are fuller than full with holiday parties and
the like, which is why we save our Christmas party for January. This
year it’s January 17th at the Lane Motor Museum. I won’t go into the
details here, but check the newsletter and the website for more
information. It is a fun time together with lots of great food and a free
admission to the Lane.
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When your board met recently, one of the things we did was to put
together a calendar of events for the first six months of the 2015. These
events will be posted to the website shortly. Please take a moment to
review them and plan now to attend.
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Please consider either sponsoring one of the trips we have planned or
suggesting something totally new for us to do. Your participation is
what makes our events great, so consider stepping up and either
leading a drive or planning one from scratch. We would love to help
you plan an event for the whole club. If you are interested please shoot
me an email at joe@questel.net or Jackie Hardy at
hardyjd@comcast.net.

	
  

While we meet and plan these trips, this is your club and we need you
to be a part of this process. Each trip needs a sponsor, someone to be
responsible for the details of the trip, like where to start from, leading
the drive, printing the maps or directions, and making any restaurant
reservations. Easy stuff for sure. What Jackie and I do is come along
beside you and help take care of the details, like making sure the emails
go out, that the website is updated, and most importantly that we have
our BMW CCA insurance for each drive.

With that, may you enjoy the rest of this year and may next year be
your best yet.
– Joe

Please welcome our

C	
  HAPTER E VENTS

N EW M EMBERS

Check oldhickorybmwcca.org and your email for updates!

David Beck, Ethridge
George Friend, Franklin
Genela Hardin, Hendersonville
Harrison McCampbell, Brentwood
Dennis McCracken, Nashville
Seth Looper, Crossville
Thomas Marrero, Nashville
John Peterson, Nashville
Dave Pomeroy, Franklin
William Roberson, Cookville
Jeremy Rogers, Ashland City
Christopher Stoever, Ashland City
Janet Swartz, Allons
Andrew Ward, Goodlettsville
Brennen Wilde, Lebannon
Phillip Woodlief, Nashville

	
  

Chapter Post-Holiday Party
L ane Mot or M use um, January 1 7, 1 2:00 pm . We’ve
scheduled our annual New Year Party again at Nashville’s
fantastic L ane Mot or M use um . The Lane Motor Museum is
world-famous for its unique collection of European vehicles,
small cars, propeller-driven vehicles, and other eclectic rides.
All members of the Old Hickory Chapter are invited. The club
will provide a meat and soft drinks (BYO adult beverages). If
your last name begins with A-R, bring an appetizer, vegetable,
or salad. S-Z, bring a dessert to share. If you wish to participate
in a spirited “dirty Santa” type exchange, bring a $20 wrapped
gift. Attendees will be able to visit the museum at their leisure
after the party. So that we can plan accordingly, please let us
know by January 11 if you plan to attend. Please RSVP to Jackie
Hardy, hardyjd@comcast.net or 615-496-7624. The lane is at
702 Murfreesboro Pike. Note: see the ballot at the end of this
issue for chapter election information.

Chapter Meetings	
  
Meet other members for food and conversation!

	
  

• February 12: Cool Springs Brewery, 600A Frazier Drive No.135,
Franklin, 6:30

To all new and current members:

• March-Ma y dat es TBD : watch for updates!

•

Be sure to visit oldhickorybmwcca.org, our official
website, for news, event updates, and other good stuff.

•

If you’re not receiving emails about our Chapter activities,
contact Tyree at tpeters@oldchickorybmwcca.org. Be sure
your email is registered with BMW CCA.

•

You can also follow us at twitter.com/OldHickoryBMW
and at facebook.com/OldHickoryBMWCCA.

Chapter Events
De cem ber 14. We're headed out to the “Tennessee Dragon”
that Joe found in July, with Jeff Youngblood leading the way.
We’ll meet at 9 am at the Cracker Barrel at 635 S. Cumberland
St (Hwy 231) in Lebanon (about a mile north of I-40 exit 238).
The drive is a couple of hours, then lunch in Cookeville.
Stay tuned for details about these upcoming events!
•
•
•
•

February 8 . Dinner drive to Junkyard Dog Steakhouse, Hohenwald
March 21. Drive to Monteagle
A pril 18 . Rob & Adam’s Famous Fun Rally
May 16. Spring drive in the country

•

June 20 . Cherokee Steakhouse & Stardust Drive-In, Watertown

Gemütlichkeit w ants to know ! Did one of our articles get
you thinking? Do you have a sweet car or event photo to
share? A good BMW story? A Bimmer for sale? Do you have
an idea for an article? Send letters, stories, classifieds, and big
photos to msmith@oldhickorybmwcca.org.
Pass Gemütlichkeit on to a friend! You can help us spread the
word about BMW CCA activities, discounts, and benefits by
keeping Gemütlichkeit in circulation. Forward this issue to
another BMW owner or someone interested in cars. Send a
link to someone you know. Print interesting articles – or write
one! – to show your friends. And join us at chapter events!

Other Car Events
C ars & Co ffe e. Saturdays at the Carmike Theater parking lot
Cool Springs Blvd, 8:00. This has grown into a big C&C, and an
especially large turnout, including exotics, shows up the first
Saturday of every month. The exotics and big crowds return in
March. See facebook.com/carsandcoffeenashville.
Am el ia Isl and C oncour s. March 12-15, Golf Club of Amelia
Island, Florida. This 20th annual Amelia Concours is honoring
the legendary BMW 328. Visit ameliaconcours.org for details.
Bar be r H i stor ics. May 15-17, Barber Vintage Motorsports
Museum, Birmingham. Vintage motorcycle and car displays,
racing, and swap meet. See barbermuseum.org or email John
Viviani (jviviani@barbermuseum.org) for details.

F OR S A LE : W hisp bar r oof r ack bars from a 2011 328i.
Use factory mounts. Retail $509, selling for $1 90. William
Crenshaw: wcrenshawmini@att.net, (615) 417-1006.

Next year’s BMW C C A Ok tober fest is September 21-26, New
Jersey Motorsports Park, Millville, NJ. See bmwccaofest.org for
registration and details. Start planning!
BMW C C A Foundati on M2 35i Raff le . To learn about their
Street Survival Events, their efforts to preserve BMW history, and
your chance to win a new BMW M235i, see bmwccafoundation.org.
E nter by De cem ber 3 1 !
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Clinic at BMW of Nashville ...
Old Hickory Chapter had a Service Clinic at
BMW of Nashville in October, giving members
a chance to have a close look at their cars with
guidance from qualified technicians. Seeing
your car up on the lift provides a new
perspective – especially if you’re not
mechanically inclined. The staff gave the cars a
general check-up, then made arrangements for
service appointments as needed. One great
thing about getting your car serviced at BMW
of Nashville: you might get to try a different
BMW model when you drive home in a loaner!

Then on to Germantown for
Oktoberfest
After our Service Clinic, chapter members
caravanned to Germantown for Oktoberfest.
Or maybe Ducktoberfest. Ocscubafest?
Anyway, let’s just say that the weather that
weekend wasn’t the best for a street festival.
Still, just for driving German cars, our
members got a VIP pass good for full access
to the VIP tent, a beer mug with three refills
of beer, and all the (really great) German
food that we could eat.
And Oktoberfest went on despite the
weather – music, food, beer, cars, and crowds
of people braving the rain. A wet but fun
afternoon!

A Trip with Bluegrass Bimmers to the National Corvette Museum Motorsports Park
	
  

October 4th and 5th was the first ever BMW event at the
recently opened National Corvette Museum Motorsports Park
in Bowling Green, Kentucky. The 3.2-mile track was smooth,
clean, and ... well, different. It’s a long, skinny thing that’s
folded back on itself like a sidewinder rattlesnake. Hosted by
Bluegrass Bimmers of Louisville, the event was only the second
at the track, which was built as a proving ground for Corvette.
Ever since we lost Nashville Superspeedway as a venue, Old
Hickory Chapter has been looking for a place to play. Although
it’s 75 minutes away, I think we may have found one.

would not have come about without M3 expert David Yando
making certain introductions.
Sam is just as entertaining in person as he is in print, with the
most bizarre metaphors tripping randomly off his tongue. I can
only say that it’s like Peter Egan meets Monty Python! He is
also very good at explaining things, and after hearing his
technical talk I promise to never again go off the track at turn
12 (about which the less said the better).

The club was well represented as members Darien Hobbs, Graf
Hilgenhurst, Bill Egan, and Tom Christensen campaigned their
cars there. Adam Nitti was almost there, but couldn’t get his
car fixed in time (I hate it when that happens!).

Darien, Graf, and Tom mount up.

The weather was perfect, the event was well planned, and the
track was ... again, different. Like a song you don’t enjoy the
first time you hear it, sometimes it grows on you – or not. As
opposed to a song you love the first time you hear it, which
inevitably starts to get boring the 20th or 30th time. Let’s just
say this track never got boring. It’s long, “technical” (as in not
easy to figure out), and singularly lacking in landmarks. I beg
of them, plant a huge oak tree or a giant spider or a bridge that
says “Suzuki” that we can use as reference points!

Sam Smith plans a good route, Graf enjoys a good read.

If you plan to go there (the next BMW CCA event is scheduled
for spring 2015), don’t forget to stop in at the National
Corvette Museum, a mere half-mile from the track. There’s an
amazing collection of cars there, even if they’re not BMWs.
Although the sinkhole episode was bad for the Corvettes, it
was good for business, and they have chosen to leave six of the
eight damaged cars unrestored.

To say it’s not a beginner’s track would be stating the obvious.
With 23 turns and some significant elevation change, it can’t
be mastered in a day. Or in my case not even two days. Also,
there’s no good place to watch cars, or even wash your hands.
Bill Wade (of Street Survival fame) was Chief Instructor, and
did an excellent job at keeping us “sunny side up.”

Unrestored.

“Field Marshal” Bill Wade lays down the law.

Saturday night’s entertainment was provided by former
Roundel columnist (and current Road and Track Executive
Editor) Sam Smith, who regaled the crowd with slides of his
escapades as a moto-journalist. Apparently a recent R&T
comparison between the current M3 and the 1987 E-30 M3

Looking at the unrestored cars, I was left to contemplate the
sheer randomness of geological catastrophes (the sinkhole
itself will eventually be filled in, for safety reasons). Don’t miss
the Nürburgring record-setting Corvette ZR-1 and the video
that goes along with it. (If you do miss it, you can find it on
YouTube.) It shows how sick-fast these cars really are. Where
else can you drive at 182 mph and live to talk about it?
I didn’t drive nearly that fast, but I had a blast, and plan to
return. See you in 2015!

[Thanks to Graf for the report!]

M URRAY ’ S M USINGS
	
  

Murray Crow

MINI Revisited

Some of you may remember that a MINI
Cooper S was once a member of Crow
Manor’s fleet of vehicles. Matter of fact,
it was presented as an “engagement car”
to my wife. I could go on at great length
about the “engagement car” and events
leading up to the presentation, but
that’s another story. Teri is not one to
“drive for the sake of driving” as I am.
With the MINI, for once in her life she
truly enjoyed owning a vehicle for the
great driving pleasure it gave her.
Unfortunately, life got in the way of
MINI ownership. One step we took
after getting the MINI was to sell a midsize SUV that had been Teri’s daily
driver. In our lack of forethought, we
failed to recognize that we needed the
SUV for “family” outings. Although we
had a four-door car at our disposal, a
1991 M5, it failed miserably as a family
car. It mattered not how much pleasure
I derived from driving it. For whatever
reason, family passengers didn’t care for
the glorious sound of the s38 engine or
the delightful rigidity of the Powerflex
control arm bushings and Eibach/
Bistein suspension.
So after a couple of years of MINI
ownership, practicality became the
priority. Another SUV, an X3, was
purchased as the “family” vehicle and
became Teri’s new daily driver. The
MINI was relegated to weekends and
errands, and before long the “we should
sell it” discussion took place. I don’t
really remember who made the final
decision, but I definitely recall that it
was mutual. Otherwise, I would have
suffered the wrath of an incorrect
decision on my part.
Fast forward about three years to the
present. Teri has changed jobs and now
has to commute about 45 miles each
way to Nashville and back instead of
her old commute of about three miles.
Did I mention that Teri does not enjoy
lengthy driving, especially a commute in
traffic? The fact that the X3 is not the
best mpg champ for this type of driving
led Teri to complain that she doesn’t
remember why we sold the MINI. She
further stated that she wished that she
had it back so it would help her tolerate
the daily drive to Nashville and back.

Did I hear correctly? Did my wife just
suggest that another vehicle purchase is
to be considered? A challenge was
placed before me, and I humbly
accepted.
The hunt was on, and the only
requirement Teri placed on an
acceptable vehicle was that it had to
have a manual transmission. We would
be buying a used model, and patience
would be a must to find the best model
at the right price. I know that Craigslist
is not for everyone, but it has been my
go-to place for selling and purchasing
vehicles on multiple occasions. We
found that MINIs are widely available
across the area, but after a week or so of
looking, we found none that would
meet our needs. The ones available were
automatics, had excessively high
mileage, or came with problems or
damage I didn’t want to deal with.
We expanded our search to include
Clarksville, Memphis, Chattanooga, and
Knoxville, as well as Birmingham and
Atlanta. We were more than willing to
travel to find the right car. The number
of available cars rose sharply when we
expanded our search, and the quality of
the vehicles seemed to increase as well.
The prices ranged all over the place
based on optional equipment on the
vehicles and their mileage.
After about two weeks, though, we still
hadn’t found a vehicle that was worth
our time to go take a look. This is where
our patience paid off. On week three,
Teri found one she liked in Knoxville. It
was older than I would have liked, but
from the description, it appeared that
the age would not be a factor.
The car of interest was a one-owner,
2003 Cooper S, John Cooper Works
Edition with a little over 94,000 miles,
dealer serviced with full service history,
garage kept, fully optioned, adult
owned, in flawless condition, at a very
reasonable price. This one was going to
be worth a look. Teri and I talked it over
and we decided that this one would be
worth the time to take a trip. We also
knew that, since it was over three hours
away, we would need to be prepared to
buy it on the spot if we liked it.

I did some online research on the car
with Kelly Blue Book and NADA. The
price quoted was pretty much in the
middle of the range, but the price is still
subjective based on condition, which I
couldn’t yet judge.
So I give the owner a call to see what he
is willing to tell me about the car. I find
out that he’s recently purchased another
new BMW (he owns several), so he’s
pretty anxious to sell. I also find out he’s
an industrial engineer at Oak Ridge
National Laboratories, the Cooper S
was his commuter car for Oak Ridge,
and he’s been trying to sell it for around
a month. With this impressive
discussion, I made him an offer over the
phone contingent on Teri and I being
OK with the car upon inspection. He
accepted without hesitation, and a date
and time was arranged for the meet-up
near Knoxville.
Upon arrival to meet the owner, it was
hard for Teri and I to keep our poker
faces as we circled the vehicle. It was in
amazing condition for an 11-year-old
car, and as the description stated, it was
flawless. I don’t pretend to be an expert
on cars, but it didn’t take an expert to
tell that this vehicle had been babied its
entire life. It was spotless inside and
out, including the engine compartment,
it had brand new Michelins, and in the
trunk, to Teri’s delight, was a threepiece MINI Cooper luggage set as an
added bonus.
He showed me his stack of service
records, which included the original
window sticker and every invoice and
service record for the MINI. This
industrial engineer was very meticulous
in caring for this car, and it showed.
Needless to say, we bought it.
It’s been about three weeks now, and
“Josie” has lived up to the high
expectations we placed on her. Teri’s
daily trips to Nashville and back are no
longer a dreaded commute but a
pleasurable way to spend quality time
driving her MINI.
ps…she lets me drive it to go gas it up.
Happy Motoring – Murray

G RAF ’ S G RUMBLINGS

Graf Hilgenhurst

Pick a Color

Now that you know if you are a
convertible or coupe person or a manual
or automatic person [see the last two
issues!], there’s one more choice still to
make: pick a color! Henry Ford famously
said “Any customer can have a car
painted any color that he wants so long
as it is black.” But these day things are
not so easy. Entire marketing
departments cater to the increasingly
sophisticated car buying public with
choices like Chrysler’s Granite Crystal
Metallic or Mercedes’ Magno Alanite
Grey Matte Metallic.
In the 1950s, colors projected national
pride. Italy owned the color red. To this
day, when the Ferrarista dress in red
from head to toe, they’re not just rooting
for Ferrari, they’re rooting for Italy.
Germany claimed the more subdued
silver (naturally), but I admit most
German cars look good in silver. The
British, of course, took British Racing
Green, a great color for Triumphs, MGs,
and by extension Miatas. There is a
“French Racing Blue,” but few ever
heard of it, or of French racing in
general. That left the Americans with
white, with a blue stripe. Not the best
color ever, but not the worst either.
By the 1980s commercial sponsorship
had replaced nationalism. (Do you
smokers out there remember the
Rothman’s and Marlborough F1 cars?)
Paint technology became more
sophisticated, and consumers had more
choices than ever. But how to choose?
Luxury cars look best in subdued colors
(black and silver come to mind).
Smaller, sporty cars look good in bright
colors. (Although Porsche’s Guards
Red, Corvette’s Victory Red, and

	
  
	
  
	
  

Ferrari’s Rosso Corsa are almost
indistinguishable, the Ferrari still looks
the best – go figure.) I would never own
an orange car, unless it was a Mustang
GT, or maybe a Lamborghini.
Sometimes, it’s the combination that
works. Metallic gray looks best with a
contrasting interior (red or natural
brown leather is stunning). Porsche
maintains their tradition of charging
silly amounts of money for “exclusivity.”
I passed on the rare $3000 Irish Blue
and opted for the somewhat more
mundane Zenith Blue ($550) when I
bought my Boxster.
Some colors really do cost more to
manufacture. I once had a Honda
motorcycle in Candy Glory Red. It was
a gorgeous color but a bugger to match
when scratched. None of the local paint
shops wanted to touch it. I came close
by laying down a gold metallic base
coat, adding translucent blood-red
lacquer, then topping it with clearcoat.
I never got into the white sports car
thing, although it’s a good choice in the
south, and it holds up well (as does
silver). By contrast, I have had a bunch
of black cars. It’s the best color in the
world when it’s clean (1% of the time),
and the worst when it’s not (99% of the
time). Before the days of clearcoating,
red was a notoriously bad choice for any
car that slept outside. When I was
growing up we had a couple of Fiats
that oxidized into “tomato soup-with-asplash-of-milk-in-it” after a few years in
the sun, which was a good reflection of
their “Fix-It-Again-Tony” internals.
The psychologists will tell you that your
choice of color says a lot about you as a

person. The Axalta (formerly DuPont)
Automotive Color Popularity Report for
2013 states that white presents a fresh,
young, modern face (think Apple
Computer), while black oozes
sophistication (think little black dress
or black tie dinner). Silver gleams with
technology and innovation, like a
stainless steel kitchen. Red screams
“look at me” or projects confidence and
fun. Blue projects stability, truthfulness,
and serenity.
Kids in their 20s like brighter colors and
are drawn to yellow. Small, bolder
shapes and vivid hues don’t feel like a
risk to them. Brown peaked in the 1970s
(we had a station wagon known as “the
brown cow”), although it’s making a
comeback (see BMW’s Sparkling
Bronze Metallic). Green’s popularity
peaked in the 1990s, and we are now in
the midst of a backlash against green
(especially Hunter Green, although we
are seeing lighter, more vivid colors like
Apple Green). Blue has remained steady
over the years. BMWs not only look
great in blue, but also have the best
color names. My favorites are Lapis
Blue, Montreal Blue, and Estoril Blue,
which is named after a racetrack in
Portugal.
In case you were wondering, the most
popular color choices in North America
for 2012 were: White (overtaking silver
in 2007, now 23%), Black (19%), Silver
(16%), Gray (15%), Red (10%), Blue
(7%), Brown (5%), Yellow (2%), Green
(2%), Everything else (1%), including
such oddities as Cadillac’s Majestic
Plum Metallic and my personal favorite,
Ford’s Tangerine Scream.

	
  
Tip:
Before you commit to a
Valencia Orange X1 with
red leather, use the “Build
your Own” feature at
BMWUSA.com to see how
it might look.
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David Yando

Jalopnik’s Jason Torchinsky
Visits the Lane Motor Museum’s
Vintage BMWs in a New 228i

If you read the automotive blog Jalopnik.com, you may
be familiar with one of the frequent writers – Jason
Torchinsky. “Torch” has been to the Lane Motor
Museum here in Nashville a couple of times, and with
his relocation to the Carolinas, I imagine we’ll be seeing
more and more of him. He’s a great guy with an
immense knowledge of obscure cars, and a good sense
of both humor and the history behind many of them.

VW Beetle and Reliant Scimitar ahead to North
Carolina. Jason chronicled his trip on Jalopnik, and the
museum featured prominently, with a little piece about
driving our Citroën Dyane, which he loved!
A couple of months later found Jason on the way crosscountry to LA to deliver a BMW Press Fleet car
(Valencia Orange 6 speed 228i Sport) to the winner of a
Jalopnik contest (it was a short term loan; the “winner”
didn't get to keep it). He was passing through Nashville
again and asked if he could perhaps drive a selection of
our BMWs as a comparison to the new 2er, and we said
“sure.”
His time with us was brief, as he had to get to Little
Rock by evening, but we still managed to put him in the
museum's pre-war 320 Cabriolet, an Isetta, a ‘58 600
“Limosine,” and my personal ‘76 2002. By my count, he
sampled 77 years of BMW history that morning. He
reciprocated by letting some of us take the 228i out for
a spin. It was nice, but even as a “stripper” model, it has
a large LED display arising from the dash. Meh, I prefer
my wife’s 135i over this 2er.

Torch was excited to finally drive an Isetta.

The first time I met him, I was walking him down the
stairs at Lane Motor Museum to pick out a Citroën
2CV to drive. As we got near the bottom step, he said
“Is that a Trojan RE?” You have to understand: the
lights were off, the car was silhouetted by the windows,
so only a partial profile was visible – of a rear-engined,
chain-driven, leatherette-covered British car produced
in the early 1930s, of which only 250 or so were ever
made. Color me impressed by his knowledge of obscure
cars!
He, his wife, and his son Otto (natch!) had a great time.
They were driving a Craigslist-find vintage motorhome
and towing his wife's Scion, having already sent their

Hanomag 2/10 PS, an ancestor of the Beetle.

Last but not least, we fired up a really rare
little gem for him. Torch has an intense
interest in the VW Beetle and has been
researching its “parentage.” One of the
obscure but certainly influential cars to the
Type 1 VW was undoubtedly the 1920s-era
Hanomag 2/10 PS, aka “Komisbrot.” It's a
rear-engine, chain-drive, minimal car with
wooden artillery wheels and plenty of
quirks. Jason absolutely loved it, and wrote
another feature on it, which appeared shortly
after his visit.
We’re looking forward to his next visit – it’ll
be interesting to see what tangent he's off to
next. In the meantime, his musings may be
read regularly on Jalopnik.com, and also
found on Twitter.

Editor’s note: Jason wrote a great Jalopnik
article about the Lane’s (and David’s)
BMWs.

A CONFESSION
	
  

Joe Questel

I have a confession. There’s a bad habit I can’t shake, and it isn’t
getting better. Before I 	
  lay it out there, I want you to know that I
am working on it, but if you’ve ever had a habit you know they
can be very hard to control.
And lest you be too concerned, it is nothing illegal – I haven’t
made off with the club treasury or anything like that, though I
wish there were a legal remedy.
My habit, my sin of sins, is that I have way to many t-shirts.
Worse, I can’t stop buying them. A recent inventory of my two tshirt drawers revealed a count of 56 shirts. If that sounds
reasonable to you, then we are kindred souls.
Mind you, that 56 is only the t-shirts that I consider tier-one.
That is, shirts that I would grab and wear, or throw in a suitcase
to take on a trip. With 56 t-shirts, you would think that maybe I
wear them to work, so owning them might not be unreasonable.
But nope. If I did, the dress code police would be reminding me
that I was breaking my own rule of no t-shirts at the office.
Let me break it down for you. My shirts fall into three basic
categories and two basic colors. They break out into Porsche
shirts, BMW shirts, and Michigan shirts, which this year will not
be seeing the light of day. As for colors, the Michigan shirts are of
course Blue, and everything else is dark blue or black, with grey
making a solid effort this past year.
I think part of my problem is that I look at t-shirts as art. That’s
it. They are art, not just t-shirts. That makes it all better! But
today as a package arrived containing yet two more (BMW)
must-have shirts, I had to stop and ponder this obsession.
Now aside from the 58 shirts (if you are keeping up) in my tierone oup, I literally have boxes of other t-shirts that I can promise
you I will never, ever wear. Why am I holding onto them, you
might wonder? And a good question that would be. You know
how you think this one’s a good car washing t-shirt, or that one’s
a good clean-the-deck t-shirt, well I could wear a different shirt
every time I washed my cars for the next year and still have more
left for next year. So you see why this is starting to bother me.
By the time you read this, I hope to be on the road to recovery.
Since there are no more big car events on my calendar until next
year, the influx of shirts should be on hiatus for the time being.
And those boxes of shirts have by now been given to the church
for the local Room at the Inn.
So if you see any really cool automotive themed t-shirts around
Nashville on some guys who don’t really fit the part, give them a
nod and thumbs up and tell them, “cool shirt!”

Torch’s Jalopnik colleague Patrick George,
who joined him for part of this trip, gave the
228i a great review that you can also find on
Jalopnik.com.
Also: Be sure to join us at the Lane Motor
Museum January 17 for Old Hickory
Chapter’s post-holiday party!
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Images and News from the World of BMW
BMW’s new front-wheel-drive 2 Series Active Tourer still has some rear-wheel-drive purists clutching their pearls. Either in
response or as part of their usual hyper-active engineering work, BMW will offer a solution that may ease the furor: an Active
Tourer with xDrive. From BMW: “For the first time, BMW xDrive is premised on a front-wheel drive concept with transversally
installed engines. The Active Tourer has already proven that front-wheel drive technology fully meets the brand’s demands in
terms of driving dynamics. With the BMW xDrive 225i and 220d xDrive Active Tourer, the intelligent four-wheel drive system
is now available for top-of-the-range power units to further improve traction, vehicle stability and cornering dynamics, with
the aim of enhancing safety and driving pleasure. Both models feature BMW xDrive as standard in combination with the 8speed Steptronic transmission.”

BMW’s i3 was named 2014 Green
Car of the Year by Green Car Journal
at the Los Angeles Auto Show. More
than 12,000 BMW i3s have already
been sold since November 2013. One
year after its launch, the BMW i3 is
already the third best-selling allelectric automobile on the market.

Glamour shot: This 55-year-old BMW 507 was one of BMW Group Classic’s
entries at the Silvretta Classic 2014, a three-day Alpine rally of vintage cars. The
507 roadster ranks to this day as a byword for aesthetic automotive design of the
postwar era. The last page of this issue of Gemütlichkeit shows a BMW 319/1
and a BMW 328 from the same event.

	
  

Election Ballot
Old	
  Hickory	
  Chapter	
  BMW	
  CCA	
  
	
  

Election	
  for	
  Officers	
  for	
  2015-‐2016	
  
Please	
  Select	
  One	
  for	
  Each	
  Position	
  Listed	
  

	
  

Nominated	
  for	
  Treasurer	
   	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  William	
  Hafley	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Nominated	
  for	
  Secretary	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  Hailey	
  Aldren	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  Other	
  Write-‐in	
  ______________________	
   	
  

	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  Other	
  Write-‐in	
  __________________________	
  

	
  

	
  	
  or	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
Please	
  bring	
  completed	
  ballot	
  to	
  our	
  New	
  Year’s	
  meeting/party	
  on	
  January	
  17,	
  2015.	
  
	
  
Or	
  mail	
  to:	
  	
   Old	
  Hickory	
  BMW	
  CCA	
  
	
  
	
  
P.O.	
  Box	
  3072	
  
	
  
	
  	
  
Brentwood,	
  TN	
  37024-‐3072	
  	
  
	
  
Ballots	
  returned	
  by	
  mail	
  must	
  be	
  postmarked	
  no	
  later	
  than	
  January	
  13,	
  2014	
  
	
  
More	
  info	
  at	
  www.oldhickorybmwcca.org	
  
	
  

BMW of Nashville
	
  

	
  

	
  	
  or	
  

4040 Armory Oaks Drive – Nashville, TN
Nancy Allen, Client Advisor
nancy.allen@bmwofnashville.com -- 615-850-4002

P.	
  O.	
  Box	
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